
 

WHALEY HOUSE 
History

The Whaley House was a family home that housed a granary, the County Court House, San Diego's 
first commercial theatre, various businesses including Thomas Whaley's own general store, a 
ballroom, a billiard hall, school, and polling place.  

There were a few unsavoury events which affected the Whaley’s, one of them being the suicide of 
Violet Whaley in 1885. These events, as well as the hangings which occurred on the property before 
the house was constructed, have suffused the Whaley House with an air of mystery. 

The alleged hauntings of the Whaley House have been reported on numerous TV shows over the 
years.  The Whaley House had been reported as Americas No1 haunted house. 

 



 

API Log

The stories of Whaley House are rather notorious, with it being mentioned time and time again in 
publications, internet and TV channels.  With API already being in the area for their two night 
investigation of the Hotel Del Coronado, we had to take time out to check out this national landmark 
whilst we were in the area. 
 

 
 
 
API visited the Whaley house in the day time and again at nightfall.  We met up with fellow 
investigator and owner of Old Town’s ‘most haunted’ who assisted us in our search in San Diego’s 
Old Town area. 
 

 
 

 



 

Findings 

 

Hallway 

Frequent spiking of EMF in the hallway, close to the staircase 

Courthouse 

Frequent EMF spiking in the courtroom, mainly on right hand side. 

Grounds

Frequent EMF spiking in the garden area. 

With the Whaley house being situated on a main street, any audio could not be determined due to 
outdoor noise.  

Conclusion 

We are happy to have included a stop at the Whaley House.  It’s not every investigation you get the 
numerous EMF spikes we experienced.     

We’re not sure about the so called ‘vortex’ in the grounds, but all we can say is that meter was 
frequently spiking in several areas despite there being no logical explanation for the occurrence. 

 


